Summary: the issue of the presented article is a continuation of the author's reflections concerning Central Europe in recent history. The main attention in this article was focused on a small, in terms of area and population, the historical-geographical region, which is Prekmurje. Till World War I it belonged to two western Hungarian administrative units of Vas and Zala, and together with the adjoining Porabje were called Vendvidék. Despite this fact the Slavic population of Prekmurje did not succumb to the Hungarian influences, which was the result of persisting in Prekmurje and neighboring lands of the cult of Saints Cyril and Methodius. A great importance in preserving the identification of the Slovenian population of Prekmurje was the role which played the Slovenian population in the security system called "Gyepű" and "Őrség" (guard). Citations from publications of Hungarian authors, who admit that the Hungarians learned from the Avars to treat the Slavic population as a bulwark on the frontier taking the first blow of the enemy, are presented in the text. Therefore, the first villages of Prekmurje inhabited by the Hungarian population are separated at least several kilometers. An important role in the history, culture and shaping the national consciousness of the Slovenian population of Prekmurje played Prekmurje dialect of the Slovak language. Prekmurščina has four dialects known as Pannonia or Prekmurje. They are considered the closest to the roots of the old common Slavic language.
Monarchy. As a result of action taken by the Kingdom of SHS (Serbia-CroatiaSlovenia) established on December 1st 1918, in 1919 the most westerly part of the Pannonian Plain, which previously was within the borders of former Kingdom of Hungary -Prekmurje 3 was annexed by Slovenia. 3 The Hungarians named the territory of Prekmurje and Porabje, which remained within the borders of Hungary after World War I, Vendviděk, rarely Tótságnak (Slovenska Krajina). Prekmurje, translated literally means Murántúl in Hungarian but Hungarians use the name Muravidék. Looking from Hungary's side, in Slovenian this region of Slovenia is Prekmurje or Prekomurje (because it is situated before the River Mur), however, looking from Ljubljana and Maribor it is called Pomurje because it is beyond the River Mur. Prekmurje situated on the left bank of the river was joined to the districts situated on the right bank of the Mur which constituted the area jointly called Prlekija (the name came from the district Gornja Radgona situated by the border with Austria, and jutomer by the border with Croatia). They formed the "statistical region of -Pomurje" (Pomurska statistična regija) -one of twelve such regions in Slovenia.
The number of Hungarians residing in Prekmurje who became a national minority in Slovenia after World War I is small, especially in comparison with the countries constituting Yugoslavia -Croatia, Serbia and other countries neighbouring Hungary. The issue of Prekmurje should be looked at separately even in the period of Slovenia's connection to Yugoslavia. Županie with the capital cities of Čakovec and Varaždin, joined Croatia and Serb Voivodina which was formed out of part of Banat, Bačka, Śrem and Baranija, requires separate analysis, especially because the number of Hungarians was much higher. In order to avoid simplification, it might be helpful if the reader were to familiarise himself at least to a very rudimentary degree with the peculiarities and historical factual material regarding particular former Hungarian areas before and after their union with what was to become SHS.
Historical background of people of Prekmurje
An analysis of the demographic situation in Prekmurje in the 20th century requires becoming acquainted with the history of a wider area of the Danube valley, which was seized by the Slavs in the early Middle Ages.
Next to valuable contributions to the subject literature by Polish medievalists, a significant place assumed more recently by scholars from Warsaw 5 and Krakow: Witold Chrzanowski 6 , Krzysztof Polk 7 and Jerzy Rajman. 8 It is also necessary to compare these studies with the published Slovenian The works of Polish medievalists finish with a simplified conclusion which informs that the areas by the middle course of Danube, after they had been taken by Hungary, in the next centuries underwent full Magyarization. This generalization needs to be defined more precisely because the Slavic people residing in the Hungarian Vendvidék (Porabje, Prekmurje) and Međimurju from the 10th to the 20th century survived and in the 20th century they expressed willingness to unite with their mother nations, notably Slovenia and Croatia. Without getting acquainted with the latest history of the western extremity of the Pannonian Plain, a medievalist is not able to tell which events in the early Middle Ages had the most significant lasting effect on the historical process in those centuries. Similarly, historians concentrated on the latest history of that area are not always able to answer many questions without getting acquainted with their causes which may have their direct causes in events that may have occurred over a thousand years ago. This obvious methodological principle was the reason for carrying out an in-depth inquiry, before writing this article, the aim of which was to get familiarised not only with the early Medieval past of the area, but also the strategy and tactics used by Hungarians towards the people living in the Carpathian Basin which they seized in the 10th century.
The point of reference in discussing 20th century Prekmurje must be the fact that it is only a small part of the Slavic principality which was captured by Hungary in 899 -900 A.D., and was the only part of that principality not to revive after World War I. It was the Slovenian Principality of Lower Pannonia 11 created after the collapse of Avar Khanate and its withdrawal from the Carpathian Basin at the beginning of the 8th century.
12 Lower Pannonia (Spodnja Panonja) had its seat in Blatnogrod where the Keszthely (Blatensky Kostel)
13 was situated. North of this principality, Upper Pannonia (Zgornija Panonja)
14 was also created. These two Pannonian principalities filled the middle area between the two already existing Slavic principalities: that of Bohemia, Moravia, Nitra and Carniola in the north, and the southern Slavic principality occupying the territory of present day Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Serbia.
11 In Slovene historical literature the name Blatenské kniežatstvo is used. The western part of the Principality of Lower Pannonia constituted the territory of present-day Prekmurje and Porabje as well as Croatian župani in Varaždina and Čakovec.
12 Awaren, Franken und Slaven in Karantaniem und Niederpannonien und die frankische und byzantinische Mission, Celovec 1966, Carinthia I.
13 Slovenian name is Blatnograd, Slovak: Blatnohrad. Currently: Zalavar, a village in Hungary 9 km on the south-west from Lake Balaton.
14 Today it is mostly the territory of Burgenland. 
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At the time of Prince Pribina 16 and his son Kocel, the border of Lower Pannonia ran along the rivers Mur and Drava, to Ptuj. The Drava was its southern border (to its point of confluence with the Danube) and connected with "the old" Lower Pannonia -the Croatian Pannonia.
17 The Danube was Lower Pannonia's northern and eastern borders with the principalities of Moravia and Nitra lying across the river, and in the south-east it bordered the strong Bulgarian domains spread over the area in the fork of the rivers Danube and Tisa. The roads connecting the Slavic principalities between the Carpathian and Sudeten Mountains and the Adriatic Sea, which were the western approaches of Carantania and Carneola, Bavaria and Furland to Rome, intersected in Blatnogrod and Blatensky Kostel. Lower Pannonia was not an independent principality. Throughout the 9th century there were repeated wars between Great Moravia and Carantania, which until the first half of the 8th century had been the fiefdoms of Bavaria and East Frank Reich.
A crucial element in forging an enduring cultural identity of the Slavic population of Western Pannonia was the consolidating effect of Christianity. In similar fashion to that which occurred earlier in Carantania, the Christian faith was spread and maintained by missionaries and priests sent by the archbishopric of Saltsburg. At the end of the penultimate decade of the 9th century, the first detachments of Bulgarian warriors arrived in the territory between the Tisa and the Danube north of the areas controlled by Bulgaria. In the following years they were engaged by the East Frank Reich to fight Sviatopolk, the duke of Great Moravia, and his heir Mojmir II. These warriors invaded the eastern areas of Great Moravia for the first time in 889. The Hungarians joined in as the allies of King Arnulf. The situation was similar in 892 when Arnulf organised an expedition of his armies which swept in from the east to attack the Hungarian forces. Sviatopolk repelled the invaders but drew Arnulf 's attention to the risks of engaging the Christian rulers of pagan Hungary in the conflict.
A new situation was to arise in 896. The Byzantine emperor Leon VI concluded peace with Hungary. Through Byzantium's mediation, which probably wanted to deflect Hungarian expansionism northwards, the Hungarians secured the agreement of Great Moravia to settle between the middle and upper Tisa and the Danube. In the next four years, Hungarians arrived in the Carpathian Basin in three major groups. The first one was led by Arpad in 896, the second by Kál in 899 and the third by Kursán in 900. Until the year 900, the Hungarians were seen as allies of Great Moravia in the struggle with Bavaria. The territory between the Tisa and the Danube became too small for Hungarian tribes. They crossed the Danube and in 899-900 A.D. they seized the territory of the Slavic Principality of Lower Pannonia.
24
Incited by Bavarian bishops, as from 900 A.D., they started to organise expeditions into Great Moravia.
The essential reason for the Hungarians' attack on Bavaria was the crime committed in 904. Kursán -one of the main Hungarian leaders, invited to talks to Bavaria, was assassinated with his retinue in a deceitful way. In 906, the last ruler of Great Moravia Mojmir II, died in battle with the Hungarians. In the Bavarian -Hungarian struggles at the beginning of the 10th century, the battle of Bratislava on 4-5th July 907 was of decisive importance: the Hungarian armies led by Arpad destroyed the Bavarian army led by count Luipold Bavarian. 25 In the following decades, Hungarian invasions ravaged western Europe. Finally, in 955, the German King Otton (from 963 emperor Otto I the Great) led German knights and Czech reinforcements to a crushing victory over a fifty thousand strong Hungarian army in the battle of the Lech near Augsburg, which put an end to Hungarian expeditions.
26
The result of this battle meant that the Hungarian Conquest (in Polish: podbój, in Hungarian: hóditás, legyözés, meghóditas) in the 9th century reached its limits. The centre of the newly-created country became the Pannonian Plain and the whole Carpathian Basin (Kárpát-medence). 27 The Hungarians established their western border on the Mur, descending south-eastwards from the Alps. The territory situated east of the Mur and containing the river basin of the Raba became especially important in Hungary's strategic security of the Pannonian Plain and the Carpathian Trough. Hungarians treated it as a significant buffer zone for the Kingdom of Hungary from this side; they called it "Őrség" (Guard-land).
28 Similar safety areas were created along all of Hungary's borders. They were named "gyepûelve". Hungarian "Gyepű" 29 by the Raba and in the west connected to the Mur -stretched over a, wide uninhabited or barely inhabited area endowed with natural and artificial fortifications ("gyepûelve") which constituted a buffer zone (along the western border, under Hungarian rule); that was the most important Hungarian "Gyepű" at the time, and had no equal security system on its remaining borders comprising the entire Carpathian Trough which was understood as the living space of the Hungarian nation.
30 Taking the Avars as their role model, the Hungarians treated the subordinated Slavs in the peripheral areas of the newly created state as a rampart constituting an element of its security.
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Such a role was supposed to be played by the ancestors of Slavs in the territory situated east of the Mur and in the river basin of the Raba. It is not a big area but due to its location it was of great strategic significance to Hungary.
A similar role was played by the entire area from the Mur to Bratislava. Burgenland (in Croatian -Gradišče, in Hungarian -Őrvidék) was named after four Hungarian castles where the county authorities were placed after it was annexed by Austria.
In the history of Hungary, the River Mur not only was the river where Gyepű secured the Pannonian Plain from the west, but also the gateway through which in later years Christianity, Italian and French cultural influence in the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, Reformation, Baroque and the Enlightenment, were all to pour in and stimulate Hungarian minds.
When in the 11th century the Hungarian king Saint Stephen established the Kingdom of Hungary, Prekmurje became its part and remained so until 1919. 32 In the territory of the Kingdom of Hungary east of the Mur, over the centuries, mainly in rural areas, lived the descendants of Slavic residents of principalities of the Upper and Lower Pannonia.
The Slovenian national revival
The birth and creation of a distinct national consciousness and identity among the Slovenes inhabiting the river basin of the Mur and the Raba in the Kingdom of Hungary was a complex process 33 which took a somewhat different course, and with some delay, in comparison with the Slovenes across the Mur in Styria and other Kopitar supported the idea of unification of all Slavs. He believed that the Russians and Eastern Orthodox Slavs were less advanced in their cultural development and for this reason he saw possibilities of Slavic development in Austria with Vienna as a cultural and educational centre. That idea acquired the name of Austroslavism.
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Even Slovenes who were critical of this idea, recognised Kopitar's huge contribution not only to the development of Slavic studies, but also to their national consciousness and culture. His enthusiasm in systematising the language, publishing Slovenian dictionaries, course books, and in collecting valuable information and legends, the works of folk writers, folk songs etc. greatly influenced the upcoming generations of Slovenes.
Of the seven dialects, the Pannonian ones constituted a separate group. Four groups of dialects belong to it: Slovenskogoškie (or Goričanskie), Prekmurskie, Prleškie and Haloškie. The Mur was not an unsurpassable border for the Pannonian Muru, Zbornik referatov, Slovenian edition: Murska Sobota, Pokrajinski muzej 1996, Hungarian edition: Zalaegerszeg, muzeum Göcseji 1996.
34 He was born on 10th June 1508 in Raščici near Turak. Died in 1568. 35 He worked in the Vienna Court Library. He was promoted to the position of first custodian and advisor of the Court.
36 The project of Austroslavism was presented by Czech national activists at the Slavica convention in Prague in 1848. It was contrary to Pan-Slavism which assumed the solution of the issue of liberation of the Slavs based on Russia. Austroslavism took a more specific form of a concept which assumed the transformation of theDual Monarchy into a triple Austrian-Hungarian-Slavic one. Prague was to be the capital city of the Slavic part. Austroslavism had its supporters also among Croats and Slovenes. dialects because Preškie occurs in right bank districts and is called Prlekija either side of the river; it was merged with Pomurje. What can be seen is the linguistic convergence of this border region with the western border of the Principality of Pannonia of the 9th century. Till the 14th century the group of Pannonian dialects developed together with the south Styrian 37 Slovenian dialects. In the 18th century the rules of Prekmurje grammar were set by Števan Küzmič 38 and Mikloš Küzmič
39
. In the 19th century, Božidar Raič, while staying among Hungarian Slovenes, described Prekmurje as the most classical Slovenian land of all.
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The remarkable dialectician prof. Zinka Zorko, has said of Preknurje that "there is nowhere in Slovenia with such a rich dialect" and "it must be a miracle that such dialect a survived. " The reaction of the Austrians to the Slovenes as a group with its own national identity was based on German theories about the origins of some Slavic nations from the Veneti and the Vandals. Indeed, in the 18th century, the Austrians actually did start to propagate the notion that the ancestors of the theoretically Slavic people of Carantania and Styria were the Veneti and the Vandals. 40 In his account in prekmurščina he wrote: "Od Radgone … tri četrt ure hoda proti vzhodu stopiš na zemljo, ki je našemu jeziku zares klasična. Neka sveta groza obide človeka, ki je Prekmurce in njihov krasni jezik že poprej poznal, kedar se njegova noga prvič dotakne tal, koder so že od nekdaj naši slovenski dedje in pradedje orali mastno zemljo, kopali gorice, prepevali starinske pesmi, mirno pripovedovali okoli ognjišča povesti svojih blagih prednikov. Njihova domovina nikakor ni odludna od našega Slovenskega; ne loči nas Mura, nego veže nas". M. Slavič, Prekmurje, Ljubljana 1921, Slovenska krščansko-socialna zveza, pp. 26-34. 41 N. Grab, Zinka Zorko: Prekmurščina ima največ ohranjenih "starin", http://pomurec.pro-ing. si/vsebina/3550/(Pomurec.com -nov pomurski spletni portal)
42 Prekmurščina is -in my opinion -a Slovenian dialect closest to the core of all Slavic languages. This may be confirmed by reading in Prekmurje dialect the text of the most popular Christian prayer (it should be read with the rules of pronunciation similar to the Hungarian "sz" which is pronounced "s" and the "s" as "sz", and "cs" as the English "ch"). Goszpodnova molitev. Ocsa nas, ki szi v nebeszah! Szveti sze Ime tvoje. Pridi kralesztvo tvoje. Bojdi vola tvoja, kak na nebi, tak i na zemli. Krüha nasega vszakdanesnjega daj nam ga dnesz. I odpüszti nam duge nase, kak i mi odpüscsamo duzsnikom nasim. I ne vpelaj nasz vu szküsavanje. Nego odszlobodi nasz od hüdoga. Amen. 43 R. Steinacher, Wenden, Slawen, Vandalen: Eine frühmittelalterliche pseudologische Gleichsetzung und ihr Nachleben bis ins 18. Jahrhundert, in: Auf der Suche nach den Ursprüngen: Von der Bedeutung the developing Hungarian nationalism and a tendency to assimilate non-Magyar nations, the theory about Veneti and Vandals as the ancestors of Slovenes from Prekmurje was also adopted by Hungary.
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The first Slovene from Prekmurje and Porabje, who deeply cared about the welfare of his countrymen and wrote about their lives and culture was Jožef Košič in the 18th century. 45 At the turn of the 19th and 20th century, Prekmurje's national development was largely the work of a group of Catholic priests 49 , i.e. Ferenc (Kodila) Ivanoci, Jožef Borovnjak, Števan Kuhar and Jožef Klekl who, in December 1904, started to publish in the Prekmurje language the Catholic monthly magazine "Marijin list" and from 1913, the weekly "Novine". In both those magazines, next to its religious content, one could read about social and national issues. Jožef Klekl cooperated with Joška Godino, Ivan Jeriča, Jožef Čarič, Jožef Sakovič and Ivan Baša. The group was connected with the Slovenian People's Party in Hungary and initially was for Prekmurje's autonomy in Hungary. In 1919, in the magazines edited by Jožef Klekl, a programme aiming at the unification of Prekmurje with an independent Slovenia within the borders of one common country with the Croats and Serbs was launched. 50 Contacts with Slovenian activists were maintained, e.g. with Anton Korošc from Maribor, who from 1907 was the minister of the National Assembly in Vienna. Lieutenant-General Sherman Miles headed a U.S. delegation which arrived in Maribor on 27th November 1918 to took stock of the situation directly on the ground. The talks with the Entente's delegates that were held then and there had direct and most significant bearing on the shape of Slovenia's north-western border.
The delegation sent to the peace conference in Paris by the newly-formed government of SHS (from 1st December 1918 the Kingdom of SHS), consisted of prof. Matija Slavič, the spokesman of Slovenes from Prekmurje. He prepared a few valuable studies 56 that were attached to the project proposing the incorporation of not only Prekmurje but also Porabje in SHS. They would create a Slovenian Land as a small western part of Slovenian territory of the Principality of Lower Pannonia that had been annexed in the years 899-900 by Hungary in the course of its conquest of the Pannonian Plain. Matija Slavič supported his proposal with historical and demographic arguments, proving that despite the persistent age-old policy of Magyarization, in this western piece of the Pannonian Plain, the Slavic population survived and it constituted the majority in many of the region's towns. He indicated that the population of Prekmurje and Porabje was conscious of its community with the Slovenes residing on the right bank of the Mur. It is not easy to determine the political character of the Republic of Mur. Its creators first and foremost announced solving agrarian issues in a revolutionary way. Most of the farmland in Prekmurje belonged to great landowners of Hungarian nationality (approx. 5000 ha) which was cultivated by Slovenian agricultural labourers. Perhaps that was not the intention of Vilmoš Tkalc 60 but the most important effect of the turbulence in Prekmurje was that it drew the attention of the peacemakers in Paris to this region and accelerated the decision to unite it with the Kingdom of SHS.
In his article on Vilmoš Tkalc and the republic he created, Matija Slavič refers to him indulgently as "Prekmurje's Bolshevik plenipotentiary and anti Bolshevik commander. "
61 Hungarian historians accentuate, for obvious reasons, the revolu-tionary and Bolshevik character of the Republic of Mur and tend to take a very dim view of Vilmoš Tkalc.
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Some significant decisions were taken in the summer of 1919. On 9th July 1919, the Supreme Council of the Paris conference decided that the border of the Kingdom of SHS with Hungary in the north-east should coincide with the watershed line of the Mur and Raba river valleys. On 16th July, the SHS delegation appealed to the chairman of the conference Georges Clemenceau for permission to fill Prekmurje with SHS military units. On 1st August this request was accepted. This decision coincided in time with the collapse of the communist revolution in Hungary. appointed as the Temporary Civil Commissioner of Prekmurje. Srečko Lajnšic and colonel Vladimir Uzorinac arrived from Radgona in a car which made slow progress over the last three kilometres for the delirious throng that lined the streets to welcome it with flowers. The Slovenians from Prekmurje, who gathered in Baltnice on 17th August 1919, welcomed Lajnšic's announcement about the unification with the motherland with unalloyed joy.
65 The mass participation of Prekmurje residents in this official gathering was seen as a form of spontaneous, democratic, public manifestation of support for unification. 66 A more exhaustive report on the celebrations was published the next day in "Noviny", edited by Jožef Klekl.
On 25th August, the National Council of Prekmurje, which was a form of parliament, followed by the Central Administration of Slovenian People's Party in Prekmurje the next day, appealed to the SHS government in Belgrade to incorporate Prekmurje into Slovenia. On 2nd September, the government made the expected decision and on 6th September, Srečko Lajnšic, who until then had his seat in Radgona, was appointed as the Civil Commissioner of Murska Sobota. This event came to be seen as the commencement of the homogenous SHS administration in Premurje.
Four days later, on 10th September 1919, the peace treaty between the victorious countries and Austria was signed in Saint Germain. This treaty was also signed by a representative of the Kingdom of SHS. Slovenians from Styria and Prekmurje were somewhat surprised to find that the Austrian border along the Mur went ten kilometres south of Radgona, leaving almost the entire city of Radgona and a few Slovenian villages: Žetnici, Dedonci, Potrna, Ženkovci, Gorica, Pridova and Ledumerje, on the Austrian side. They were to remain under Slovenian administration until 20th July 1920, and upon their handover to Austria, their place names were changed to Bad Radkersburg, Dedenitz, Laafeld, Zelting, Goritz b. Radkersburg, Pridahof, Hummersdorf and Sicheldorf situated at the end of Austrian wedge along the left bank of the Mur pushing into Slovenia.
67
The issue of negotiating and signing the treaty with Hungary had to be postponed until the situation in Hungary, which was in the throes of its Bolshevik revolution, stabilised and a credible Hungarian partner to talk to emerged. The Revolutionary Council, which controlled the Hungarian Soviet Republic from 21st March to 1st August 1919 68 Entente, the Romanian forces which had occupied Budapest and the territory between the Danube and the Tisa, withdrew on 16th November 1919. On 19th November 919, Horthy received a request from Paris to send a delegation to represent Hungary in preparing a peace treaty. The Treaty of Trianon was in effect a diktat that the Hungarian delegation had to accept and sign. Two Slovenians from Prekmurje were present at the signing: prof. Matija Slavič, as a member of delegation from the Kingdom of SHS and prof. Šandor Mikola 72 , a mathematician and physicist, as a member of the Hungarian delegation, who subscribed to in theory on the Veneti lineage of Prekmurje's population; true to the putative wishes of his putative ancestors, he was for leaving Prekmurje within the borders of Hungary. In the north-west and north, Prekmurje bordered Styria which crossed the Mur in one place and thrust deep into Slovenian territory and Burgunland, which after World War I was separated from Hungary and transferred to Austria. In the southerly direction, the Mur separated Slovenian Prekmurje from Croatian Međimurska ) living in Prekmurje. This census also disclosed that of the 6965 residents of Murska Sobota, 1497 were Hungarians, 122 were Germans and 5196 were Slovenians. 82 In accordance with the rules adopted for the purposes of this census, the numerous Hungarian Jews residing in that area were classified simply as Hungarians.
The first census in Yugoslavia, conducted in 1921 revealed that Prekmurje had 92 124 residents, of whom 44 627 were men and 47 497 were women. Of these, 74 432 people declared Slovenian as their mother tongue,, 14 413 spoke Hungarian, 2314 spoke German and 965 declared other languages as their first language. Lendava had 11 358 Hungarian residents, but only 3055 in Murska Sobota.
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According to religion there were: 66 602 Roman Catholics, 23 899 Protestants, 642 Jews and 52 other faiths.
did not mention the crime committed in Bavaria -the assassination of one of the Hungarian commanders invited for talks -which provoked Hungarian retribution.
An examination of the documents as reflected in this article leads to some positive conclusions concerning the Slovenian residents of Prekmurje.
It also seems that while determining the Slovenian-Hungarian borders, a compromise was reached though, as with most compromise solutions, neither party was fully satisfied and felt it had cause for grievance and criticism.
